
Danny Ferguson Interview 
3/15/14 - On the Grand River Bank, Adrian, MO

Danny Ferguson is a City Councilman in Adrian, Missouri. He co-founded the 
advocacy website dilbit.org to raise awareness about the Flanagan South 
pipeline and provide information about tar sands. He has served on the City 
Council for five years. He spoke with Caitlin Zera, director of From the 
Pipeline, on the banks of the Grand River in Bates County in March 2014.  !!
Interviewer: So how did you first learn about the Flanagan South pipeline.  !
Danny Ferguson: Well, I heard about the spill in Kalamazoo and then I heard 
about the Mayflower spill in Arkansas, that was last spring. And when I saw 
that so many of the residents didn't even know that that pipeline was 
underground right near their homes I started looking into it a little and saw 
that not only did we have an old one going through but they were going to put 
a new one in, and I was afraid that it would be tar sands. So I contacted the 
company, and they confirmed right away that - they didn't like the term tar 
sands - but they said that they were going to be putting some of that through 
there.  !
Interviewer:  And so what kinds of concerns are around moving tar sands 
through the pipeline?  !
Danny Ferguson: Well, it's different than conventional oil; it doesn't float 
as long. It floats for awhile, and it sinks to the bottom of the river, and 
uh, it's a lot harder to clean up. I understand that in Michigan it's a year 
later, and they still haven't gotten it all cleaned up in the river.  !
Interviewer:  And is that a particular concern? Why is that particular 
concern for Adrian and Archie?  !
Danny Ferguson: Uh, my city Adrian draws water from this river for our 
drinking water, and our pump is under the surface. And the concern for me is 
that the submerged oil could be taken up in our pumps and put in our 
reservoir. This tar sands, they mix it with a lot of nasty chemicals that we 
would not want in our water supply. So Adrian's pump is about two miles 
downstream from the Adrian crossing. Archie's is less than a mile.  !
Interviewer: And how did community members feel once they started to find 
out? Did you talk to them first was there a meeting? how did that process 
start?  !
Danny Ferguson: Well, Enbridge contacted landowners as far as getting their 
easements but letting the public know what was going on, mostly people were 
unaware of it. I talked to people who were very against the Keystone pipeline 
uh, they were aware of that, but they didn't know that this one was going 
right through their neighborhood. So people I talked to initially were 
shocked, and they were upset by it. I did put a letter in the newspaper and 
got a little bit of response from that, but mostly people don't really care.  !
Interviewer:  What was the response from community members or other people on 
the council?  !
Danny Ferguson: Uh, the community members had a little bit of response, and 
they were somewhat upset but for the most part they're indifferent to it. 
When I took it before the city council they could see right away that it was 
a concern that it was putting our water at risk and that Enbridge was not 
really doing anything to mitigate that risk for us.  !
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Danny Ferguson: The landowners get some money. The school districts get some 
money from property taxes but because the pipeline doesn't cross our city 
limits we don't get anything.  !
Interviewer:  And so what kind of steps were taken once the concerns were 
brought up?  !
Danny Ferguson: From my very first concerns about it I contacted the number 
on their website or the email on their website. And I got their PR company 
and kinda went around and around with them. They said that the stuff doesn't 
sink. They said there's nothing to worry about. They said they had all the 
gizmos to keep it from spilling and to notify them. I was educating myself as 
I went along and learning that in Michigan they didn't find the spill for 17 
hours; all the technology that's supposed to detect it didn't' work or was 
ignored. And it ended up being a human nose that detected the spill and 
finally contacted them and they got it shut off.  !
Interviewer:  So how long have you been part of the city council?  !
Danny Ferguson: Five years.  !
Interviewer:  And have you lived in Adrian your whole life?  !
Danny Ferguson: My whole life.  !
Interviewer:  And how has it been working with other city council members? 
Where have you found support in pursing asking more questions?  !
Danny Ferguson: Well, once I did get the city council a little bit concerned 
about it. We were able to schedule Enbridge to come speak to our council, and 
they agreed to take some steps. They did sort of a drill where they walked 
through the steps they would take in the event of a spill. It was something I 
had requested and they didn't offer until we kind of leaned on 'em a little 
bit to do that.  !
Interviewer: So what are some of the particulars of the spill containment 
plan?  !
Danny Ferguson: Well, I had some problems with it. Because first, in their 
scenario, the spill was detected by Enbridge in 10 minutes. Which I thought 
was kind of a joke given that it took them seventeen hours in Michigan. Um, 
but the plan would be - once they do detect it - they would notify the 
relevant people including our department and then they would bring in some 
containment equipment from Kansas City and start trying to put booms on the 
river.  !!
Interviewer: In addition to being drinking water, what would the ecological 
impacts be for this river or this area?  !
Danny Ferguson: Well, it would be a shame just a few miles downstream there's 
Civil's Fork conservation area, a nice little area you can go hike at. This 
river empties into Truman lake which is a big, big vacation spot for locals 
to go fish and play. So the damage to that would be pretty bad  !
Interviewer:  Is there anything in the Clean Water Act or any other kinds of 
conservation acts that are in place they have to meet in order to put a 
pipeline through?  
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!
Danny Ferguson: Unfortunately, the environmental regulations on these 
pipelines are very lax. The Missouri DNR does not have any say over the 
pipelines. It's actually controlled through the Corps of Engineers. And I 
spent a lot of time talking with the Corps of Engineers about my concerns and 
there's not much they were willing to do.  !
Interviewer: So when did construction actually start here?  !
Danny Ferguson: We started seeing activity around last summer, around summer 
2013. And now they're - they seem to be pretty well complete in the areas you 
can see from the road at least.  !
Interviewer: Impacts from the construction?  !
Danny Ferguson: Well, the construction disturbs some land. And that was a 
point of contention for the Sierra Club who filed a lawsuit saying that 
Nationwide Permit 12 from the Corps of Engineers is really kind of a loophole 
that allows these pipeline companies to say that each river crossing is a 
complete and independent project even though it's one big bi-plan and would 
be worthless without the whole project. So the Corps of Engineers approves 
these crossings saying that they don't' disturb more than a - I don't know 
what it is, a half acre - of wetlands and so that's how the Corps is able to 
approve all this without any serious public review or environmental studies. 
Uh, so that's somewhat a concern to me; the bigger concern is that this tar 
sands is going to be following through here hot and heavy and if there's a 
spill the first thing we're going to know about it is that the river is 
polluted.  !
Danny Ferguson: An even bigger concern than the new pipeline is that there's 
a sixty year old pipeline running along the same route, and the ones that 
have spilled in Michigan and Arkansas are of a similar age. And I asked them 
early on if they were planning to shut down the old pipeline once the new 
pipeline was in service and they said that no, they're going to run as long 
as they can. Which to me means they're going to keep running it until it 
keeps spilling, and they can't get it under control.  !
Interviewer:  How many barrels will travel through Flanagan South?  !
Danny Ferguson: I don't know the exact orders; it's something on the order of 
half a million barrels a day, or gallons. I don't know, they like to use 
barrels. That’s always a smaller number.  !
Interviewer: When you first got on the city council, why were you interested? 
Did you anticipate any of these kinds of issues coming up?  !
Danny Ferguson: That's an interesting question. I got on the city council 
originally because the water production - we had built a new plant, there was 
an agreement with the rural water district that was expiring that we sell 
water to, and they were looking at buying water elsewhere, and I wanted to 
see us to continue to work together as a community to provide lots of good 
clean water to our citizens. So that was something we accomplished early on, 
was strike a new agreement to help the water district. And so it's been a big 
priority for me the water, because without water a city cannot survive.  !
Interviewer:  How many miles of the pipeline are in this county?  !
Danny Ferguson: I would have to look at the map  
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!
Interviewer: Can you talk about the process of putting the map together?  !
Danny Ferguson: Yeah, so when I found out about this, I wanted information 
from Enbridge, and they sent me a .pdf that had sort of a really high up 
50,000 feet map that where you wouldn't be able to spot exactly where it was. 
But once I knew a few locations on the pipe I was able to look at Google maps 
and satellite photos and trace it out from here, out into Illinois and into 
Kansas. That's been a useful tool for me to see what other natural resources 
are affected. I tried contacting the City Council of Quincy Illinois cause 
they take water from the Mississippi just down from the crossing, and I never 
heard anything from them. There's some other lakes and wetlands. One of the 
main concerns I had was the Americium water fill area just across the border 
in Kansas ,it looks like it either crosses right through it or right next to 
it, and that's an area where people go and enjoy nature. I’d hate to see a 
spill there because it would be very hard to clean up.  !
Danny Ferguson: I haven't reached out to a lot of people. Some of the 
environmental groups have talked to me, and I think this is really flying 
under the radar unlike the Keystone XL pipeline that gets so much national 
attention and this is uh really happening under people's noses.  !
Interviewer: Is there anything moving forward? Once it starts flowing is 
there anything in process to monitor it or any contact with the company?  !
Danny Ferguson: Well, in addition to getting some information about their 
emergency response plan, um, we have tried to get them to mitigate the risk 
to our water supply with building a new reservoir, relocating our pump, and 
they sort of acted like they would discuss that with us ,and they haven't 
done anything so I don't expect Enbridge to mitigate the risk for us.  !
Interviewer: Do you know if there will be any other additional utilities 
Enbridge will be building in the future in this area? Or does this look like 
it's going to be it for now?  !
Danny Ferguson: I have not heard of anything else. I don't know how I would 
hear about it because I had to kind of find out about it on my own. One thing 
I wanted early on from them, I asked early and often for their detailed 
emergency response plan, and while they're required to file that with the 
core of engineers they are not required to release that publicly so we don't' 
have very much information about how prepared they are to deal with a spill 
on our river.  !
Interviewer:  And were there any other public documents you were looking to 
get or make public from them besides the emergency response/containment plan?  !
Danny Ferguson: We would love to see some information about the chemicals 
that are put into this, uh, this toxic slurry that they use to move the 
sticky tar sands down the pipeline. Unfortunately, that's proprietary. We do 
know some of the ingredients that are in it. And some of them are very 
dangerous and cancer-causing so a spill into our water would really affect 
our public health.  !
Interviewer: And about how many people are there that would affected by the 
um, would be affected by a spill, how many people get the Archie drinking 
water, Adrian drinking water?  !
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Danny Ferguson: There about 1600 people in Adrian, and there are about that 
many in Archie again that buy through the rural water district.  !
Interviewer: Is there anything else you wanted to comment on?  !
Danny Ferguson: Let's see....I guess what scares me the most is what happened 
in Michigan. It was a spill onto a river; it wasn't detected. It hasn't been 
cleaned up completely. They've lost residents. They've lost businesses. That 
place will never be the same. And the company just repairs the pipeline and 
keeps going. I think they like the fact that they can do all this sort of 
quietly.  !
Interviewer: Initially I heard about it over the summer and so when I looked 
at the map, I thought we can't follow this thing based on this map. You have 
no idea where it goes. !
Danny Ferguson: Are you guys going to try and walk back and see where it 
crosses the river and take a look where it crosses the river? It's on the 
map. The easiest way to get there is to go to Archie and park your car close 
to the railroad tracks and walk up the railroad tracks. As soon as you cross 
the river you would take a left and come to a bank where it would be. The 
most interesting thing there is there's a little gully there that's washed 
out and exposed the old pipeline. I don't know if they covered that up. I 
hope they did. Because if that pipeline broke it would flow right into the 
river. When they actually get to the river they drill under down into the 
bedrock and come back up.  !
Danny Ferguson: Although they told me that the old pipeline their not sure 
how deep under the river bed it is. They're not even sure if it's exposed 
under the bottom of the river bed.  !
Interviewer:  Is there anyway to find that out?  !
Danny Ferguson: Well, they told us they were sending divers to look at it, 
but I never heard the results of that. So that’s - this whole pipeline it's a 
ticking time bomb.  !
Interviewer:  And with the exposed pipeline is that on private property? Have 
you talked with anyone that has concerns about particular things that are on 
their property?  !
Danny Ferguson: No, these farmers are so well paid they're willing to go 
along with it. And you asked about economic development from this: all I've 
seen locally opened a little RV Park that's just kind of gravel and it was 
filled for a few weeks and now it's just basically empty again. And a bar 
opened up next to the pipe yard, er, the equipment yard. And I'm wondering if 
it will survive after they're gone. So the economic benefit to us was 
temporary the risk is permanent.  !
Interviewer: Was it just local citizens that opened those business just to 
meet the needs temporarily?  !
Danny Ferguson: Right. Yeah, and if you do find that NBC story from Kansas 
City, they talk to the guy who started the RV Park. He’s very in favor of it 
because it helped him.  !
Interviewer: Did he think it was going to last much after the construction?  !
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Danny Ferguson: I think he knew that it was temporary.  !
Interviewer:  How many people did you have come through working on the 
pipeline did you have anyone locally employed?  !
Danny Ferguson: Mostly, they bring in a lot of trained workers. I think I 
heard of one person that I knew of that was working with it locally. But 
again it's six months of work which is better than nothing but it's not 
really a jobs program.  !
Interviewer: Is there any erosion around the exposed pipeline.... !
Danny Ferguson: They'll maintain the pipeline right away. But it was erosion 
that exposed the pipeline, as far as I know, the old one.  !
Interviewer: What is the name of this river?  !
Danny Ferguson: We call it the Grand River. There's another Grand River in 
Northern Missouri so sometimes this is called the South Grand River.  !
Interviewer:  Is it a tributary of the Missouri?  !
Danny Ferguson: It flows into Truman Lake and Lake of the Ozarks. You can 
follow it on the map.  !
Interviewer:  Does it have any other protections?   !
Danny Ferguson: No, unfortunately, no. The environmental regulations don't do 
a whole lot. Um, at least when it comes to pipelines. And pipelines are 
regulated by the, uh, Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
which is part of the Department of Transportation. So it's a transportation 
issue, not an environmental issue when it comes to the state government 
looking at it.  !
Interviewer:  We had talked to the a member of Missouri Coalition for the 
Environment who mentioned that regulatory agency as not really being very 
transparent.  !
Danny Ferguson: Yeah, and I'd say these billion dollar energy companies have 
better lobbyists than local cities. We did also speak to the Grand River 
Watershed Alliance. I think is what they're called, and when I went to their 
meeting and told them about this they were not aware of it. They were 
concerned about it, but unfortunately, again they can't do much of anything.  !
Interviewer:  And are they based south of here?  !
Danny Ferguson: Their office is in Peculiar.   !
Interviewer: Did there seem to be any hope for legal action once you found 
about it besides what the Sierra Club was doing?  !
Danny Ferguson: Yeah, I gave a statement to the Sierra Club for their 
standing documents on that Permit 12 lawsuit, but as you know that didn't go 
anywhere. I never heard of anything else legally.  !
Interviewer:  Do you think there will be anything else unless? !
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Danny Ferguson: No, I think it’s - they’ve done it. It's a fate of complete. 
It's a uh, frustrating.  !
Interviewer:  Is it frustrating just talking with them or just the whole 
thing?  !
Danny Ferguson: The whole thing is frustrating because the whole thing is 
somewhat futile. I'm glad you guys are telling the story at least so that's 
it's something that's happening and they’re will be a record of it that at 
least a few of us were concerned about it.  But “I told you so” is not worth 
much when the whole town doesn't have drinking water.  !
Interviewer:  What's your personal attachment to this river, this area?  !
Danny Ferguson: Well, I was born and raised in this area. I’m raising my 
family here. I care about the city. I care about people having clean water, 
which is essential for a community. And uh, I know a lot of people enjoy the 
river for fishing and boating and things. 
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