
Interview with Neal Bredehoeft  
3/11/14 - At his property in Hickory Grove, MO

Neal Bredehoeft is a century farmer in Lafayette County who organized 
the farmers in his county to negotiate better land contracts with 
Enbridge, Inc. He spoke with Caitlin Zera, director of From the 
Pipeline, and crew on his property in Hickory Grove, Missouri in March 
2014.  !
Interviewer: Will you be able to then plant over it?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Yes, this is ground will be ready to plant by the 
time it's planting time. Uh, like I say, there's a few terraces that 
have to be fixed yet but otherwise we'll plant a crop there this year.  !
Interviewer:  About how far beneath the ground is the pipeline?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: No, it won't have any impact cause it's uh uh at 
least four feet and in  
more places five feet deep from the top of the ground so it the depth 
will never, should never, bother normal farming practices, let's put 
it that way  !
Interviewer: Once they start moving tar sands through will it have an 
impact  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Uh, yes, there won't be any impact whatsoever once 
they start using the pipeline?  !
Interviewer:  When did you first learn about the Flanagan South coming 
through  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well actually the first time that we heard about it 
was when uh the Governor was going through the state of Missouri 
talking to us, talking to the communities about the pipeline coming 
through and the impact on the local economies and the jobs it was 
going to create uh we had no knowledge of it until then and shortly 
after that uh the pipeline company started contacting the landowners 
about them coming through !
Interviewer: When was that?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Uh no it was actually, it was almost, well it would 
be uh almost two years ago that they started on this project that we 
first found out about it  !
Interviewer:  How much of your property... !
Neal Bredehoeft: We have about uh two miles of it across our property  !
Interviewer: Do your neighbors also have the same amount !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well it depends on where uh where the line goes, but 
yes some of them do have that much and some of them do have 
considerably less than that. But yeah there's some folks that do have 
upwards of two miles  !
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Interviewer: Does anyone else besides the landowners know about it.... !
Neal Bredehoeft: well, i think yea, as the construction started 
especially, they started to come through there uh then yea the 
community they also talked to some of the counties officials 
previously because it did cross public roads so uh, there was some 
awareness of it before the actual construction started  !
Interviewer: Does it come under creeks on your property?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: It comes through wherever - it just comes straight on 
through so yea it does cross several creeks and waterways and uh, uh 
ditches !
Interviewer: And how - so what crops are you going to grow over this 
particular patch  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well this, what we have right here we'll be doing 
corn this year, uh so, we're getting prepared to get cause corn will 
be planted first so we'll be starting to plant in a little over a 
month  !
Interviewer: How long have you been farming personally?  !
Neal Bredehoeft:Well, I started farming full time in 1974 right after 
I got out of college so I've been here for 40 years or better, 
farming. I've lived around here all my life.  !
Interviewer: This is your family's property, so how many generations?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Yes, this is, this ground is all owned by our 
families, my family. We're actually a Century Farm, uh been here since 
my grandparents started in 1907, so we've been here a little over a 
hundred years. We've been around a long time.  !
Interviewer:  Have been there any other pipelines that have come 
through.. !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, this is actually the second one. There's 
another line that's about fifty feet from this line, uh that was put 
in here in the early 1950s. This is actually the second one that has 
come through  !
Interviewer: Relatively low impact? Easy to work with? Any concerns?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, I think, uh, as it was coming through of course 
it took all our crop out last fall we didn't harvest any crop in this 
area because they came through right before harvest. um, it's coming 
through, it hasn't been much of an issue, uh course it disturbs the 
ground and we're still not sure how long it's going to take the ground 
to get back to production after the restoration crew is completed. But 
that's a concern we have. So there's always concerns when it gets to 
what it's going to do to the crops in the future.  !
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Interviewer: And um, do you have any organizing.... !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, we of course had some open houses early on and 
we went to those and we, as the land agents from Enbridge came out to 
talk with us, we felt like there was not enough information given or 
enough information on how this was all going to take place. So we did 
have to form a group in Lafayette and Lafayette county here me and 
another farmer got several of the landowners together and as we 
started to deal with Enbridge on how to get some of these things, some 
o these things in writing that were important on how you, how they 
were going to fix some of the terraces and restore the land. 
[01:06:44.27] There was another group in Saline county that we had 
talked to - or that had kind of started to form so we kind of joined 
forces together and uh, basically got everything in writing that we 
felt like we needed to get in writing uh as is process was on-going so 
we made sure that everything got put back the way and uh cause that 
was a real concern of ours going in we made sure that all our 
terraces, and waterways, and tiles all put back and replaced the way 
it was before they got here. So we still have, we still have some 
issues that on the restoration of course. We're still constantly 
trying to et that completed. There's also a crop compensation part 
that we haven't got completed yet.We're still negotiating with 
Enbridge at this point on how we get that completed.  !
Interviewer: In terms of the things you're working on are based around 
restoration.....ongoing after restoration is done?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, I think the group is formed and I think they'll 
probably will stay, there'll be some communication after this process 
is completed but right now we're focusing on the restoration and the 
compensation, the crop compensation uh part of it. But no I think this 
group will still maintain that contact and still maintain together uh, 
just to, have an ongoing dialogue about this pipeline  !
Interviewer:  In terms of longevity, do you know how long it will be 
here?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: No this pipeline will be used til they get, til they 
no longer have use for it. The other pipeline like I said was put in 
in the 1950s and it's still being used. So I'm assuming this one will 
be continued to be used as long as it's economically profitable for 
them, I guess that's how you have to put it !
Interviewer: In terms of the economic impact... !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, I think, you're as far as economic impact it 
probably impacted the local restaurants and motels and hotels and 
possibly campgrounds where the workers came into as far as any one you 
know most of the workers that were here in this spread anyway were 
from out of state. There were very few that were' hired locally to 
help on this pipeline. So I mean as far yes it helped some uh 
economic, economic benefit to some of the businesses and uh 
restaurants and hotels but as far as actual hiring any folks there was 
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very minimal impact on that. Most of the folks that come in work with 
the pipeline company and come in from out of state !
Interviewer: Um, and so what was the construction like.... !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, actually yeah, the actual construction of the 
pipeline probably was 30 to 45 days, if it was that. I mean that went 
through at a pretty good pace. Uh of course they had real good 
weather. It was dry so they didn't have to fight any rain or mud sot 
they went right on through with that with 30 to 45 days to get through 
the area !
Interviewer: What kinds of equipment... !
Neal Bredehoeft: Yeah, it was really basically construction equipment. 
Bulldozers to remove the top soil and then trenching machines to put 
the trench, to trench where they put the pipe in. And then of course 
equipment to weld the pipe together and to set it off into the trench. 
aNd then again they come back with equipment to close the trench in 
and pretty basic construction equipment  !
Interviewer:  Do you still get to - you own the property how does it 
work in terms of legally... !
Neal Bredehoeft: Yes, they have a permanent easement on our property. 
Where that pipeline is. They have the right at any time to come in and 
inspect it. They do notify the land owner. They fly the line at least 
once a week.  !
Neal Bredehoeft: And to check it to see if there is a problem. But, 
no, they have the right to go in and check it, and of course they 
notify the landowner before they do do that.   !
Interviewer: Is that pretty much what they do in terms of easements 
for landowners or is there any other kind of negotiation that was 
done, or is that pretty much easement.   !
Neal Bredehoeft: No, these easements were all signed back in, oh, 1950 !
Interviewer: Under the other...? !
Neal Bredehoeft: And so that, is an easement that goes through a piece 
of property, it's an open easement. They can go through any time they 
want to with another line.  !
Interviewer: And so also in terms of safety, did you find that pretty 
satisfactory that them being able to come and check up on it is also a 
comfort or are there any other concerns; is there any other issues 
that you're group wanted to work out in terms of safety... !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, I think worked everything out, at, the, through 
that time, uh I think they were pretty safety conscious as they moved 
through the, moved through with the construction. You know when 
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they're actually doing the constructing, uh, there was no one beyond 
that right of way other than the trucks.  !
Interviewer: ...in terms of planting and harvesting what's that like?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, we normally start planting corn in the first 
part of April. We'll plant corn in April and soybeans in May. That's 
ideal; that's what we like to do - depending on the weather of course. 
And from there we have to take care of the crop as far as the weeds 
and any kind of pest we have. And then we'll start harvesting corn 
probably in late August and then through September. And soybeans will 
be harvested in October.  !
Interviewer: And you said it's a family farm and your brothers also 
farm on the same timeline?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Yes, uh, there's, uh, I farm with my brothers in a 
three-way partnership, uh we farm our land all together.  !
Interviewer: And it's going to be able to stay in your family?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: That's what we hope; we hope to pass it on to our 
children.  !
Interviewer: Did you always want to farm, I know you said you did 
right when you got out of college?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Uh, yes, I pretty much made up my mind before I went 
to college that I would get a degree and then I was coming back to 
farm.  !
Interviewer: Is it because you grew up farming or you just enjoyed 
it..?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, I think that's part of it. I grew up on a farm. 
I was involved with farm chores all my life as a kid and I think I 
developed a passion for that, for agriculture, and a passion for being 
out on the farm. And I've never, I decided to do that right out of 
college and I've never looked back I guess.  !
Interviewer: And what's one of your favorite things about farming, or 
the thing that keeps you farming?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, I think it's the, I think's the ability to be 
able to go out and plant a crop and watch it grow and reap the 
benefits and harvest our crop. I think that', uh, I think that's one 
of the, the reason I'm out here. And the ability to be outside a lot, 
and I think that goes great together, so -  !
Interviewer: And is Lafayette county mostly farming, mostly for corn 
and soybeans?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Uh, yea, Lafayette and Saline county where we farm 
soybeans, wheat, and of course we have cattle so we have pasture 
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ground. We have a hog operation. So we're a pretty diversified area 
when it comes to agriculture so we've got a little bit of everything 
across these two counties.  !
Interviewer: Um, and I know that the pipeline goes through mostly 
agricultural counties - so do you think that's a big impact for 
agricultural counties that pipelines goes through? !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, I think it doesn't have an impact 
agriculturally just depending on how long it takes us to get back into 
full production, uh but I don't think any other consequences or 
anything like that.  !
Interviewer: Do they have any other kind of policies for spills or 
maintenance or anything?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: More part of operations, I think. If there's a spill, 
I'm sure that's all in - policies there [operations].  !
Neal Bredehoeft: There was about 12 or 15 of those dozers.  !
Neal Bredehoeft: They really moved through fast once they got started.  !
Interviewer: How many other landowners were in the community group ... !
Neal Bredehoeft: There was uh, probably about 40 to 50 landowners 
across the two counties that were involved . Almost every landowner 
from from across Lafayette and Saline County. There was a few that 
weren't.  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Whoever's on the line, those were the ones that were 
involved in the group.  !
Interviewer: Do you have children that are going to be farming here?  !
Neal Bredehoeft: Well, I've probably got a nephew that's going to come 
back and farm with us. My daughters, one a paralegal and ones an 
account so they are not interested in farming.  


