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Long Synopsis:  
In 2013, construction on the Flanagan South Tar Sands pipeline began in the heart of 
the Midwest. At 593 miles long, the pipeline stretches across Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Missouri, and Illinois, traveling under rivers and cutting through farmland, wetlands, 
and wildlife areas. It carries tar sands, one of the most ecologically destructive oil 
products, at nearly 600,000 barrels a day, rivaling the capacity of the proposed 
Keystone XL pipeline. From the Pipeline captures the stories of the changing 
landscapes and communities along the entire Missouri route of the Flanagan South Tar 
Sands pipeline. From farmers to concerned citizens, unnamed creeks to the mighty 
Mississippi River, the Flanagan South pipeline leaves many impacts.  

Short Synopsis:  
As construction of the Flanagan South, a Canadian tar sands pipeline, gets underway 
in the heart of the Midwest, From the Pipeline captures the stories of the changing 
landscapes and communities along the entire Missouri route of the pipeline.  

For resources and interactive press kit visit: 
www.fromthepipelineproject.com/educationaltoolkit  

http://www.fromthepipelineproject.com/educationaltoolkit


�

Press Kit

Interviewees 

To read full transcripts of these interviews visit: www.fromthepipelineproject.com/educationaltoolkit 
 

Danny Ferguson is a City Councilman in Adrian, 
Missouri. He co-founded the advocacy website 
dilbit.org to raise awareness about the Flanagan 
South pipeline and provide information about tar 
sands. He has served on the City Council for five 
years.He spoke with Caitlin Zera, director of From 
the Pipeline, on the banks of the Grand River in 
Bates County in March 2014.

Neal Bredehoeft is farmer in Lafayette County, 
Missouri and former president of the American 
Soybean Association. He lead the Landowners 
Coalition to negotiate better land easements 
agreements in Lafayette county. He farms the 
property his family founded in 1907. 

 

Mike Diel is a resident of Macon, Missouri, and a 
Sierra Club organizer. He is an activist who 
distributed information at Flanagan South open 
house meetings prior to and during construction of 
the pipeline. He spoke with our crew in February 
2014. 

 

Jack Harvey is a farmer in Saline County, 
Missouri. He grew up farming and worked in the 
service industry before returning to the family 
property he farms currently. He led the 
Landowners Coalition to negotiate better land 
easements agreements in Saline county. He farms 
the property his family founded in 1907. He gave 
our crew a tour of his family farm in March 2014.  

http://www.fromthepipelineproject.com/educationaltoolkit
http://www.dilbit.org/
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Interviewees 

Read full transcripts with interactive content: www.fromthepipelineproject.com/educationaltoolkit 

Larry Ritter is the Mayor of the town Adrian, 
Missouri. He was re-elected in April 2014 
a month after speaking with our crew at the 
Adrian City Hall. 

 

Lorin Crandall is the Clean Water Program 
director for Missouri Coalition for the 
Environment. He spoke with director Caitlin 
Zera and producer Hazel Mullan in October 2013 
at the beginning of the Flanagan South 
pipeline construction.   

 

John Hickey is the director of the Sierra Club’s 
Missouri Chapter. He spoke with director Caitlin 
Zera and producer Hazel Mullan in October 2013 
at the beginning of the Flanagan South 
pipeline construction.  

http://www.fromthepipelineproject.com/educationaltoolkit
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Crew Biographies  
(alphabetical order) 

 

Max Barnett  
Principal Cinematography 
Max Barnett is a filmmaker and cinematographer from O’Fallon, Missouri. 
He works in both documentary and narrative disciplines, has directed 
several short films, and has worked on several feature films.  
http://vimeo.com/user6868229

Dan Goedeker  
Winter Cinematography 
Dan Goedeker is a filmmaker and cinematographer from St. Louis, Missouri. 
He currently lives and works in New York City. 
http://vimeo.com/user1354525 

David Hamberg  
Production Assistant 
David Hamberg is a videographer from St. Louis, Missouri. He was an intern 
for Bruton Strouble and created a viral video campaign for 10th Life Cat 
Rescue.  
http://vimeo.com/user13609527  

Keith Hoffmann  
Additional Cinematography/Data Management 
Keith Hoffmann is a filmmaker from St. Louis, Missouri. He is also a 
musician and musical composer for films.  
http://vimeo.com/user11384872 

Allie Magee  
Development Associate 
Allie Magee is a Development Associate with the Nine Network of Public 
Media in St. Louis, Missouri. She is also an Assistant Stage Manager for the 
live talk/sketch show STL Up Late. She is also a photographer and has 
been a production assistant for multiple short film projects.  

http://vimeo.com/user6868229
http://vimeo.com/user6868229
http://vimeo.com/user1354525
http://vimeo.com/user1354525
http://vimeo.com/user13609527
http://vimeo.com/user11384872
http://vimeo.com/user11384872
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Crew Biographies  
(alphabetical order) 

Hazel Mullan  
Associate Producer 
Hazel Mullan is a filmmaker and producer currently living and working in 
St. Louis, Missouri. She has produced and directed multiple short films 
and co-directed the film A Portrait of St. Louis at 250 to celebrate the 
city’s 250th birthday.  
 

John Schwartz  
Location Audio/Post-Production Audio Editing 
John Schwartz is an audio engineer and editor from St. Louis, Missouri. 
He works as an engineer for the independent radio station KDHX in St. 
Louis. He has worked on multiple feature and short films.  

 

Lauren Zera  
Graphic Design 
Lauren Zera studies graphic art at Fontbonne University in St. Louis, 
Missouri. She blogs about social justice issues for the university 
newspaper and her drawings have appeared in the 100 Neediest Cases 
exhibition.  
 

Caitlin Zera  
Director/Editor 
Caitlin Zera is a filmmaker from Saint Louis, Missouri. She is interested 
in social and environmental documentary work with a focus on public 
media and art. Her short film End of Line has been featured at several 
international film festivals. She has published scholarship in academic 
journals, including Film Matters and The Journal of Short Film.  
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Director’s Statement:  

I first learned about the Flanagan South tar sands pipeline in July 2013. I was invited 
to a meeting at the World Community Center in St. Louis, hosted by Missourians for 
Reform and Empowerment, with featured speakers from the Great Plains Tar Sands 
Resistance (GPTSR). The GPTSR group was from Oklahoma and had been initiating 
direct action tactics against the Flanagan South pipeline since construction began in 
their state. I knew about the dangerous ecological impacts of tar sands and the 
Keystone XL tar sands pipeline, but I was alarmed to find out a tar sands pipeline was 
coming through Missouri. I had heard nothing about it, and the project had been in 
process for nearly two years. I learned that despite some resistance and a few 
lawsuits, the pipeline was approved and construction would begin in Missouri that fall 
of 2013. 

As a senior in film school at Webster University, I decided my final documentary film 
project would tell the story of the Flanagan South in Missouri, my home state, to 
capture the stories of the changing landscapes and communities. With a small 
dedicated crew of fellow students, we spent the year of 2013-2014 making four trips 
in total across the state of Missouri through all 11 counties that were affected by the 
pipeline. We received incredible help and support from community members and 
reporters to find people who were living with the economic and environmental reality 
of the Flanagan South. We strove to make a film from the communities’ perspective of 
the unfolding pipeline construction and operation. 

As expressed in the film by Danny Ferguson, a city councilman from Adrian, Missouri, 
and now friend, the futility of the situation presented a challenge. We arrived to the 
issue late, and while we do not consider ourselves necessarily activist filmmakers, it 
seemed we could only capture the story of the Flanagan South after the fact. This 
turned out not to be the case. We found generous landowners and citizens who live 
with the reality of pipeline - contracts, corporate land agents, lawyers, emergency 
plans, crop rotations, and local economic issues. It was anything but an after-the-fact 
issue.  

We see From the Pipeline most importantly as a historical document of a significant 
event for not only our community. The Flanagan South is representative of many 
pipeline projects across the United States that received fast permitting, disallow 
extensive public comment, and provide little economic incentive for local 
communities. It is representative of our country’s commitment to fossil fuels even 
when renewable options are becoming more and more plentiful. It exposes our deep 
dissonance with how our energy is produced and provides us a real picture of the 
communities who bear the brunt of our energy choices.  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FAQS  

1. When did construction of the Flanagan South tars sands pipeline begin? When did 
filming begin and end? When will the pipeline begin to operate? 
The Flanagan South tar sands pipeline received its permit for construction in 2012. 
Construction on the pipeline began shortly after across different parts of each of the four 
impacted states. Filming From the Pipeline, which focuses on the Missouri stretch of the 
Flanagan South, began in fall of 2013 in the western counties of Missouri. Filming 
continued through the winter and spring of 2014 following the last of the construction 
process. The pipeline became operational in mid-2014.  

2. What are tar sands?  
Tar Sands, or “oil sands,” are a crude oil product mined most commonly from the Alberta 
province in Canada through a process of scraping the earth to get a mass amount of tarry 
clay that can then be refined into usable petroleum product. The extraction process is 
extremely destructive, energy intensive and uses large quantities of water. Chemicals, 
including known carcinogens, are added to the tarry clay to transport it through pipeline 
networks. The chemical mix added to the tar sands is not publicly available, despite 
public health concerns, because it is considered proprietary. 

3. Who is building the Flanagan South tar sands pipeline?  
Enbridge, Inc. a Canadian company, is building the Flanagan South tar sands pipeline. They 
also have built and operate several other crude and tar sands pipelines in the United 
States. The company owns and operates an existing crude oil pipeline in Missouri, the 
Spearhead, which runs along the same route as the Flanagan South. The Spearhead is now 
50 years old. Enbridge acquired the Spearhead pipeline from BP in 2003. The easements 
with landowners used to build the Spearhead are still contractual, and Enbridge updated 
these contracts in order to build the Flanagan South along the same route. The Spearhead 
is not yet retired. It now operates alongside the Flanagan South.  

4. How long is the Flanagan South? How many states does it cross?  
The Flanagan South is 593 miles long and crosses four midwestern states: Illinois, Missouri, 
Kansas, and Oklahoma. It begins at a station in Flanagan, Illinois, where it connects from 
an existing northern pipeline. It ends in Oklahoma where another pipeline connects to it 
and takes the tar sands down to Houston, Texas for refinement and eventual exportation. 
Missouri has about 200 miles of the Flanagan South pipeline crossing 11 counties.  

5. What pipelines do the Flanagan South connect to?  
To the north the Flanagan South connects to the Line 61 pipeline which is connected to 
the large Alberta Clipper pipeline in Canada. To the south, the Flanagan connects to the 
Seaway pipeline. To see a map, visit the National Wildlife Federation.  

6. How many barrels of tar sands will the Flanagan South carry?  
The Flanagan South has the capacity to carry 880,000 barrels per day with an initial 
capacity of 585,000 barrels per day of tar sands.  

7. Does the Flanagan South cross rivers and streams?  

http://www.nwf.org/~/media/Content/Environmental%20Issues/Tar-sands/Midwest_OilPipeline_Map_1294x858.ashx
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Yes, the Flanagan South crosses under hundreds of unclassified waters (streams and 
creeks.) It also crosses two major rivers in Missouri, the Mississippi and the Missouri. It 
goes under the Grand River just south of Kansas City, Missouri, which sources drinking 
water for towns nearby. The pipeline is buried underground and pulled through 
underneath water bodies using the boring method.  

8. What happens if a tar sands pipeline ruptures? 
Emergency plans for pipeline ruptures on the Flanagan South are designed by Enbridge, 
Inc. and utilize local emergency response units: the police and fire departments. The 
company is not legally obligated to share these plans publicly, though emergency plans 
were shared with the city of Adrian, Missouri, at the city council’s demand. Ruptures are 
more likely to happen with tar sands pipelines due to corrosion from the pipelines’ heating 
mechanism which keeps the tarry sands liquified during transport. A dangerous tar sands 
pipeline rupture under the Kalamazoo River (a pipeline owned by Enbridge, Inc.) spilled 
843,000 gallons of oil into the water in 2010. The rupture was not detected for 17 hours 
and caused major pollution to the river and surrounding communities. 

9. How is the Flanagan South different from the Keystone XL tar sands pipeline?  
The Flanagan South tar sands pipeline will carry slightly less barrels per day of tar sands 
initially than the Keystone XL. The Keystone XL was expected to pump 830,000 barrels of 
tar sands per day. The Flanagan South received a Nationwide 12 Permit - a “fast-track 
permit” - unlike the Keystone XL because it does not cross an international border. The 
Keystone XL pipeline was proposed and would have been built by TransCanada while the 
Flanagan South is being built by Enbridge, Inc. Both are Canadian energy companies. 
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Educational Resources  

For full educational resources, including interview transcripts, informational videos, 
and links to articles, visit: fromthepiplineproject.com/educationaltoolkit 

News Articles: 

Tina Casagrand’s article for the St. Louis Beacon: 
 https://www.stlbeacon.org/#!/content/32143/flanagan_south_enbridge 

Adrian Councilman Danny Ferguson’s Open Letter/Letter to the Editor: 
 http://www.demo-mo.com/2013/05/10/21503/5-10-letters-to-the-editor.html 

Danny Ferguson and Bryce Oates site on tar sands:  
https://www.stlbeacon.org/#!/content/32143/flanagan_south_enbridge: http://dilbit.org/ 

St. Louis Public Radio coverage:  
http://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/new-pipeline-across-missouri-illinois-lot-keystone-have-
you-heard-it 

More news articles: 

http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/33476-1 

http://www.moenviron.org/index.php/program-areas/clean-water-program/tar-sands-
pipeline-enbridge 

Important Documents: 

MO Coalition for the Environment Lawsuit: 
http://www.greatriverslaw.org/documents/PressReleaseComplaint0813FINAL.pdf 

EPA Permits  
http://www.epa.gov/region6/water/npdes/finalpermit/ok0044849-flanagan.pdf 

http://fromthepiplineproject.com/educationaltoolkit
https://www.stlbeacon.org/#!/content/32143/flanagan_south_enbridge
http://www.demo-mo.com/2013/05/10/21503/5-10-letters-to-the-editor.html
https://www.stlbeacon.org/#!/content/32143/flanagan_south_enbridge:%C2%A0http://dilbit.org/
http://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/new-pipeline-across-missouri-illinois-lot-keystone-have-you-heard-it
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/33476-1
http://www.moenviron.org/index.php/program-areas/clean-water-program/tar-sands-pipeline-enbridge
http://www.epa.gov/region6/water/npdes/finalpermit/ok0044849-flanagan.pdf
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Screenings  

Senior Film Showcase 
Webster University, USA 
May 2014 (Other) 

Saint Louis Filmmakers Showcase 
St. Louis, USA 
July 2014 (Film Festival)  

Higher Education Channel “Frames” Program  
St. Louis, USA 
August 2014 (Broadcast TV)  

Center for Spirituality & Sustainability  
Edwardsville, IL, USA  
February 2015 (Screening Co-Sponsored by Sierra Club) 

Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual Health  
Kirkwood, MO, USA 
May 2015 (Eco Justice Film Series) 

Green Time TV  
St. Louis/Springfield/Joplin/Marshfield, MO, USA  
November 2015 (Broadcast TV)  

Contributors  
From the Pipeline was funded entirely by community members and organizations.  

Sponsors: The St. Louis Inter-Ecological Council, St. Louis Sloup, Giving Tuesday 
Individual Contributors: Jessica Mullan, Brian Woodman, Daniel Shasserre, Susan & 
Edward Zera, Michael & Brenda Dinges, Colleen Judge, Dan Goedeker, Thomas Frank, 
Scott & Nancy Neiman, John & Marsha Flemming, Tim & Linda Kolley, John & Laura 
Magee, Connie & Owen Kelly, Lillian & Dave Carr, Karen Kantz, Joshua Portell, Maxine 
Pohlman, David McDonald, Adam Zanzie 

Social Media  
Facebook: http://tinyurl.com/pvwdppv  
Twitter: @fromthepipeline 
Instagram: http://tinyurl.com/m6qsrgp 

http://tinyurl.com/pvwdppv
http://tinyurl.com/m6qsrgp
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STILLS FROM THE FILM 
  

Pipeline marker at buried 
pipeline on Neal Bredehoeft’s 
farm in Spring 2014 

Pipeline construction in 
Warrensburg, Missouri, in Fall 
2013 

Pipeline construction approaching 
the Mississippi River in Marion, 
County, Missouri, in Winter 2014
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BEHIND-THE-SCENES

1) Producer Hazel Mullan and Director Caitlin 
Zera capture video in the Grand River using 
a Go Pro extreme camera.  

2) Cinematographer Max Barnett captures extra 
audio along the Grand River.  

3) Winter Cinematographer Dan Goedeker films 
at a creek crossing in Marion County.  

4) Audio Engineer John Schwartz records natural 
sound on Jack Harvey’s farm in Saline County. 


